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Biography

A biography is a writer's account of another person’s [ife. Typically the subj

biography is well-known, either in history or in contemporary IifeyTh ebs'l‘| S
must research the subject’s life, using both primary and seconda. sjuréogr?pher
present the facts accurately. The best biographers strive to produ:{e baia:; I(!ln gl
of their subjects, including strengths and weaknesses, successes and failurZs il

Autobiography
f.n autobipgraphy is @ writer's account of his or her own ! AUTOBIOGRAPHY
. life. Autoblogra.phles generally focus on their writers’ g ankles and the back of my hand are throbbin
- personal experiences over a period of time. A personal mﬂl t:;f,u'bes bringing in the blood and I don‘tg
narrat'ive is a short autobiographical work that focuses on swishaof ::sl:::;;pr?mg x| can hear the
a specific experience in the writer’s life. Diaries, journals, rosary beads whe:]a :htall:zi:v:l;dﬂ:te S og:ler
room. I fall

- and letters are also forms of autobiographi iti  asl

: phical writing. - eep and when I wake it's dark and Dad i« =

ting by the bed with his hand and Dad is sit-
on mine.

—Frank McCourt, Angela’s Ashes
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?OUIF TUR_N In the passage at the right, Frank McCourt
i lescribes his hospitalization for typhoid fever as a child. What
aspects of the passage help you to understand how he felt?

::." Say

e‘”‘!”s a relatively short piece of writing on a single
ec Sbme essays are formal—that is, tightly structured

1in an impersonal style. Others are informal,

er structure and a more personal style. There

present or explain information

ESSAY
For Christmas, I begged for go-go boots. The
restofmylifewouldbeeudurableiflhada
pair of those white, calf-high confections with
ﬂlelluleblackheels....Nevernﬂndﬂmtﬂmse
liuleblackheelsatelikeskatebladesinincle-

ment weather. 1 would walk on air.
—_Barbara Kingsolver, “Life Without Go-Go Boots”
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& present arguments and attempt
 readers to adopt particular points of view.
express writers’ thoughts and feelings

' hm at the right from an expository,

al essay? How do you know?
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[nformative Article yi MR

An informative article provides facts it

subject. This type of writing ta!-ces two
. News stories give objective,

of current events. - A
. Feature articles appear In magazin oA
newspapers. Many of them are hum

focusing on interesting people or events.

' oks,
informative writing also can be found in textbo
encyclopedias, and reference books.

s well as
nterest stories,

ight is from

N Do you think the excerpt at the r
o ; sons for your

a news story or from a feature article? Give rea
conclusion.

Interview

An interview is a conversation in which one person asks
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For the children of Northerp yp,
violence is embedded in the ﬂtuaih:d’ .
life. Barly curfews are the nopy, of% 1
places are commonly avoid ed, » Publje

and Protestants rarely venture outzr,icd?fhf&;I | §

own neighborhoods. |
Since sectarian violence ;
generations of Belfast yo began in 19

havely
only “the Troubles”—and h‘"’m 18
mmpmtmecydwofmmmm‘; )

Project Children aims to chang
by child, lifting them out of Nornil,..ﬂ"'"drm .
and placing them with American h““m"'

for six weeks in hopes of sh,
life is like Whe“l’eaceistheommem'ﬁ _

—Gayle Tzemach, “A Respite from ‘The Troygn

questions of another to obtain information. The interviewer takes notes

or tape-records the conversation. Using those notes, the interviewer may

then write a profile of the person. A profile may include the writer's own
interpretations of the interviewee's responses, along with information from
other sources. Another approach is for the interviewer to present interesting
parts of the interview word for word, as an edited transcript. A transcript of

an interview lets th_.e personality of the interviewee come through in his or

her own words. This is the approach used in “Unfinished Business” (page 260).

Dark is only three hours away, and the depart-

"m.-&-:!‘ish‘-’_, She’ll run out of fuel, start

cied down, and eventually break

e crew will be cast into the sea, and ¢ |

because he can't be sure of gettinghit

> the swimmers and pull themon
in these seas it would be almost
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